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1. What is child-on-child abuse?
Child-on-child abuse is any form of physical, sexual, emotional and financial abuse, and
coercive control exercised between children, and within children’s relationships (both
intimate and non-intimate), friendships, and wider peer associations.

Child-on-child abuse

All children have a right to attend school and learn in a safe environment

All members of staff at Bishopshalt School recognise that children are capable of abusing
other children. Bishopshalt School believes that sexualised behaviour between peers that
has become harmful or abusive is unacceptable and must be addressed.

Allegations of child-on-child abuse will be dealt with under our child protection and
safeguarding policy and in line with KCSiE (2022), including seeking advice and support
from other agencies, as appropriate. We are clear that sexual violence and sexual
harassment is not acceptable, will never be tolerated, passed off as ‘banter’ or ‘just having a
laugh’ and is not an inevitable part of growing up.

Sexual Harassment and Sexual Violence

The following 2 sections apply to all forms of child-on-child sexual abuse, while the
resources and response process that follow specifically apply to incidents of sexual
harassment and sexual violence between peers.

While these are just 2 forms of this abuse, they're covered in depth in Keeping Children Safe
In Education (KCSIE) and can overlap with the others, making them an important issue for
all staff to know how to respond to.

KCSIE specifies that:

● ‘Victim’ is a widely recognised and understood term, but not everyone who has been
subjected to abuse considers themselves a victim, or would want to be described that
way. You should be prepared to use any term the child feels most comfortable with
when managing an incident

● ‘Alleged perpetrator(s)’ and ‘perpetrator(s)’ are widely used and recognised terms,
but you should think very carefully about what terminology you use (especially in
front of children), as in some cases, abusive behaviour can be harmful to the
perpetrator too. You should decide what’s appropriate and which terms to use on a
case-by-case basis

2. Recognising
Bishopshalt School recognises that child-on-child abuse is most likely to include, but may not
be limited to:

● Bullying (including cyberbullying, prejudice-based and discriminatory bullying)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2


● Physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling or otherwise
causing physical harm (this may include an online element, which facilitates,
threatens and/or encourages physical abuse)

● Abuse in intimate relationships between peers (this is sometimes known as 'teenage
relationship abuse')

● Sexual violence and sexual harassment
● Causing someone to engage in sexual activity without consent
● Upskirting, which typically involves taking a picture under a person’s clothing without

their permission, to obtain sexual gratification or cause the victim humiliation, distress
or alarm

● Consensual and non-consensual sharing of nude and semi-nude images and/or
videos (also known as sexting or youth-produced sexual imagery)

● Initiation/hazing type violence and rituals, which could include activities involving
harassment, abuse or humiliation used as a way of initiating a person into a group,
and may also include an online element

This is explained in paragraph 35 of Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE).

Online peer-on-peer abuse is any form of child-on-child abuse with a digital element, for
example, sexting, online abuse, coercion and exploitation, peer-on-peer grooming,
threatening language delivered via online means, the distribution of sexualised content, and
harassment.

3. Preventing
We regard his policy to be a preventative measure. We do not feel it is acceptable to just
take a reactive approach to child-on-child abuse in response to an allegation.

Bishopshalt School recognises there is an increasing national concern on child-on-child
abuse.

In order to minimise the risk of child on child abuse, Bishopshalt School will:

● implement a robust behaviour and anti-bullying policy
● provide an age appropriate RSE and PHSE curriculum through the tutor time

programme which includes healthy and respectful relationships, what respectful
behaviour looks like, consent, gender roles, stereotyping and equality, that sexual
violence and sexual harassment are always wrong.

● ensure students know who they can speak to in school.
● advertise external support agencies throughout the school should a student wish to

seek this.
● invite guest speakers from specialist teams within the Metropolitan Police to discuss

consent.
● challenge any inappropriate behaviours.

Creating a supportive environment in school and minimising the risk of child-on-child
abuse

We recognise the importance of taking proactive action to minimise the risk of child-on-child
abuse, and of creating a supportive environment where victims feel confident in reporting
incidents.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2


To achieve this, we will:

● Challenge any form of derogatory or sexualised language or inappropriate behaviour
between peers, including requesting or sending sexual images

● Be vigilant to issues that particularly affect different genders – for example,
sexualised or aggressive touching or grabbing towards female pupils, and initiation or
hazing type violence with respect to boys

● Ensure our curriculum helps to educate pupils about appropriate behaviour and
consent

● Ensure pupils are able to easily and confidently report abuse using our reporting
systems

● Ensure staff reassure victims that they are being taken seriously
● Be alert to reports of sexual violence and/or harassment that may point to

environmental or systemic problems that could be addressed by updating policies,
processes and the curriculum, or could reflect wider issues in the local area that
should be shared with safeguarding partners

● Support children who have witnessed sexual violence, especially rape or assault by
penetration. We will do all we can to make sure the victim, alleged perpetrator(s) and
any witnesses are not bullied or harassed

● Consider intra familial harms and any necessary support for siblings following a
report of sexual violence and/or harassment

Ensure staff are trained to understand:

● How to recognise the indicators and signs of child-on-child abuse, and know
how to identify it and respond to reports

● That even if there are no reports of child-on-child abuse in school, it does not
mean it is not happening – staff should maintain an attitude of “it could
happen here”

● That if they have any concerns about a child’s welfare, they should act on
them immediately rather than wait to be told, and that victims may not always
make a direct report. For example:

○ Children can show signs or act in ways they hope adults will notice
and react to

○ A friend may make a report
○ A member of staff may overhear a conversation
○ A child’s behaviour might indicate that something is wrong

● That certain children may face additional barriers to telling someone because
of their vulnerability, disability, gender, ethnicity and/or sexual orientation

● That a pupil harming a peer could be a sign that the child is being abused
themselves, and that this would fall under the scope of this policy

● The important role they have to play in preventing child-on-child abuse and
responding where they believe a child may be at risk from it

● That they should speak to the DSL if they have any concerns
● That social media is likely to play a role in the fall-out from any incident or

alleged incident, including for potential contact between the victim, alleged
perpetrator(s) and friends from either side

The DSL will take the lead role in any disciplining of the alleged perpetrator(s). We will
provide support at the same time as taking any disciplinary action.

Disciplinary action can be taken while other investigations are going on, e.g. by the police.
The fact that another body is investigating or has investigated an incident doesn’t (in itself)
prevent our school from coming to its own conclusion about what happened and imposing a



penalty accordingly. We will consider these matters on a case-by-case basis, taking into
account whether:

● Taking action would prejudice an investigation and/or subsequent prosecution, we
will liaise with the police and/or LA children’s social care to determine this

● There are circumstances that make it unreasonable or irrational for us to reach our
own view about what happened while an independent investigation is ongoing

Creating a preventative curriculum programme

This is in the context of a whole-school approach to preparing pupils for life in modern Britain
and a culture of zero tolerance to sexism, misogyny/misandry, homophobia, biphobia and
sexual violence/harassment. This will be underpinned by:

● Bishopshalt behaviour policy
● Our pastoral support system
● A planned programme of relationships, sex and health education (RSHE), which is

inclusive and delivered regularly through the weekly Tutor Time Programme, tackling
issues such as:

○ Healthy and respectful relationships
○ Boundaries and consent
○ Stereotyping, prejudice and equality
○ Body confidence and self-esteem
○ How to recognise an abusive relationship (including coercive and controlling

behaviour)
○ The concepts of, and laws relating to, sexual consent, abuse, grooming,

coercion, harassment, rape, domestic abuse, so called honour-based
violence such as forced marriage and female genital mutilation (FGM), and
how to access support

○ What constitutes sexual harassment and sexual violence and why they’re
always unacceptable

This is based on paragraph 130 of KCSIE (2022).

Students at Bishopshalt School must also adhere to the following:

● Be aware of and respect other people’s personal space
● Respect one another’s views
● Be sensitive to one another’s feelings and needs
● Behave safely and responsibly
● Seek support from an adult if they have any concerns or worries

4. Responding

If a child discloses a child on child issue to you, you should:

● Listen to and believe them. Allow them time to talk freely and do not ask leading
questions

● Tell the child they have done the right thing in telling you. Do not tell them they should
have told you sooner



● Explain what will happen next and that you will have to pass this information on. Do not
promise to keep it a secret

● You must record the allegation and tell the DSL, but do not investigate it
● The DSL will contact the local authority children’s social care team and follow its advice,

as well as the police if the allegation involves a potential criminal offence
● The DSL will put a risk assessment and support plan into place for all children involved

(including the victim(s), the child(ren) against whom the allegation has been made and
any others affected) with a named person they can talk to if needed. This will include
considering school transport as a potentially vulnerable place for a victim or alleged
perpetrator(s)

● The DSL will contact the children and adolescent mental health services (CAMHS), if
appropriate

● Write up your conversation as soon as possible in the child’s own words. Stick to the
facts, and do not put your own judgement on it

If the incident is a criminal offence and there are delays in the criminal process, the DSL will
work closely with the police (and other agencies as required) while protecting children and/or
taking any disciplinary measures against the alleged perpetrator. We will ask the police if we
have any questions about the investigation.

Whilst we encourage children to report concerns and complaints directly to us, we recognise
this may not always be possible. Children, young people, and adults who have experienced
abuse at school can contact the following for further support.

● Report to the police as appropriate (for example, if an allegation of rape, sexual
assault or sexual offence is made). This should happen alongside making a
referral to children’s social care, following local authority guidelines.

● Contact the NSPCC Helpline on 0808 800 5000 or by emailing
help@nspcc.org.uk. Our trained professionals will talk through your concerns with
you and give you expert advice.

● Contact the Report Abuse in Education Helpline if you work in a school setting
on 0800 136 663 or by emailing help@nspcc.org.uk.

● Contact your local child protection services. Through the LBH MASH team.

Appendix 1
Types of abuse considered within the context of child on child include.

Child on child abuse

Sexual violence

Sexual Harassment

Sexting

Upskirting

Any unwanted sexual behaviour that causes humiliation, pain, fear or intimidation

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/news/2021/april/sexual-abuse-in-education-helpline-launched/


Racist, sexist, homophobic or discriminatory behaviour

Sexual Bullying – any bullying behaviour with a sexual element

Farrer.co.uk

Safeguarding Peer on Peer Abuse Toolkit

DfE Guidance: Sexual violence and sexual harassment between children in schools and
colleges, September 2021

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_dat
a/file/999239/SVSH_2021.pdf

Important contacts

ROLE/ORGANISATION NAME CONTACT DETAILS

Designated Safeguarding
Lead (DSL)

Rachel Briggs rbriggs@bishopshalt.school

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/999239/SVSH_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/999239/SVSH_2021.pdf


Deputy DSL Nigel Cockcroft ncockcroft@bishopshalt.school

Local authority Designated
Officer (LADO)

Hannah Ives hives@hillingdon.gov.uk

01895 250975

Deputy LADO Nicole Diamond ndiamond@hillingdon.gov.uk

Chair of Governing Board Peter Coombs pcoombs@bishopshalt.school

Safeguarding Governor Gail Bond gbond@bishopshalt.school

Channel helpline 020 7340 7264

LBH Prevent Officer Fiona Gibbs fgibbs@hillingdon.gov.uk

LBH Domestic Abuse Lead
for Schools

Stella Anaxagorou sanaxagorou@hillingdon.gov.u
k

AXIS Phil Skidmore pskidmore@hillingdon.gov.uk

National Domestic Abuse
helpline (24 hours)

0808 2000 247

Childline 0800 1111


