
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2nd March 2023 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians 
 
Like many other schools, we have seen a rise in recent incidents involving students vaping.  At Bishopshalt 
School we take this matter very seriously, not only due to the negative health effects, but also due to the 
serious violation of our behaviour policy.  We have found from conversations that many students and parents 
are unaware of the risks around vaping.  The purpose of this letter is to give you the tools you need to talk to 
your children and also to inform you of what the school will be doing to help eradicate this issue, and the 
sanctions should your child be found in possession of a vape.   
 

What is Vaping? 
 

Vaping is the act of inhaling a vapour produced by an electronic Vaporizer or e-cigarette.  A vape contains 
liquid consisting of nicotine, propylene glycol, flavourings and other harmful chemicals.  It is not, as some 
mistakenly believe, a non harmful alternative to smoking.  Vapes come in many different flavours designed 
to attract younger audiences such as marshmallow, bubblegum and strawberry to name a few. 
 

What does a vape look like? 
 

Vapes can come in different formats but the style we commonly see looks like a thick pen or highlighter or a 
large flash drive.  These devices are small and can easily be hidden in blazer pockets or pencil cases so 
they blend in.  Below are some images of the devices. 
 

 
 

Is Vaping Illegal? 
 

Similar to cigarettes, stores cannot sell vapes or vaping items to anyone under the age of 18.  We have 
however, had reports of people buying these online whilst gaming or on snap chat.  As well as this, police 
and trading standards have seen a significant rise recently in shops and market stalls selling counterfeit 
vapes.  These often exceed the legal limits of nicotine and contain harmful chemicals that should not be 
inhaled. 
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Is Vaping Harmful? 
 
YES.  Vaping is highly addictive and contains nicotine which harms brain development.  The side effects 
continue until about the age of 25.  As well as these health related concerns we know that nicotine makes it 
harder for school related tasks such as learning and concentration in lessons. 
 
School Sanctions 
 
At Bishopshalt we will be conducting random searches for vapes as their use and possession is strictly 
forbidden on school grounds or whilst in school uniform.  If a student is caught with a vape either on the way 
to or from school as well as in the school grounds the school will sanction according to our behaviour policy 
(regardless of whether it is being used or not).  No student at Bishopshalt School must have a vape in their 
possession.   
 
We hope you find this letter informative and understand our concerns about this potentially harmful 
issue.  Please have a conversation with your child about the content of this letter so that we can work together 
to ensure all our students make positive choices for their futures.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

N Cockcroft  
 
Mr. N. Cockcroft 
Deputy Head: Bishopshalt School 

 


