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Criminology is the study of crime from a social perspective, including examining who
perpetrates crimes, why they commit them, their impact, and how to prevent them.
Criminologists aim to understand and explain the nature of and reasons for crime, as well as
the societal reaction to and control of crime and deviance. This is very much an
interdisciplinary subject, as it draws together aspects of Sociology, Psychology, Law, Politics,
and Forensic Science. Criminology considers and views the reality of human social life from
a number of different perspectives, with a non-judgemental attitude, in order to better
understand society on both a local and global scale.

Students who study Criminology will develop an insight as to what motivates humans to
behave in deviant and non-deviant ways. This knowledge is useful in every sphere of social
life whether it is in school, the workplace, and within the context of an individual’s personal
life. Students will learn how to think critically and objectively about the various high level
concepts such as media messaging and reporting surrounding crime, as well as the impact
this may have on public perception. Furthermore, the ability to communicate effectively, both
verbal and written, is imperative moving forward in one’s academic or career development.
Therefore, students hone many of the transferable and higher-order skills that are sought
after by higher education and employers. Ultimately, this course aims to encourage them to
aspire to be progressive and ambitious thinkers, who seek positive change in the world
through challenging injustice.

Criminology is an Applied General qualification primarily designed to support learners
progressing to university; however, much of the course is vocationally relevant, offering
opportunities to learn from practical activities and the expertise of professionals currently
working in criminology. It offers exciting and interesting learning experiences in purposeful
contexts linked to the criminal justice system. The curriculum is broad and challenging,
covering theory and practical application through the analysis of various case studies.This
course aims to provide students with a sound and detailed introductory knowledge and
understanding of criminology as a whole. The scheme of work aims to deliver the course in a
module and coherent fashion according to the internal and external exam units students will
complete. The delivery is designed to ensure that students coherently and confidently build
on prior learning and develop understanding.


